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Ecological Regions of Texas

Pineywoods

Gulf Prairies and Marshes
Post Oak Savannah
Blackland Prairie

Cross Timbers and Prairies

South Texas Plains
Edward’s Plateau
Rolling Plains
High Plains
O Trans Pecos, Mountains and Basins

7/ | 10 threatened by urbanization
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Habitat Fragmentation

Natural
Habitat

Open Space

Neighborhood







How does
habitat
fragmentation
occur?

Rural Development

Agriculture

Urbanization
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Specialists

Lost




Exotics

INnCrease




Generalists

INnCrease




)
O‘f

-

@

\
Nei
/aiant

WVIE
c,ll"-‘
F.’_\ N BQ |
amale o
- 22-%
29103 ( .
D
2.
21-%
—- ')‘._
20

B¢
Al
1ge 21
1- 44t
0sS










“Wait a minute!
Isn’t anyone here a real sheej

Livestock

IS taken
occasionally




Carrion






Pets...

If “available”

The Far Side




Coyote Concerns

e Disease transmission







Coyote Related Diseases

* Rabies
e Distemper

e Canine Parvovirus

All 3 have pet vaccines




Coyote Concerns

e Disease transmission

« Coyotes eating pets




Dangers Free-Ranging
Pets Face

 Collisions with Vehicles
* Diseases

 “Conflict” Injuries

e Poisons

e Unwanted Breeding

 Animal Cruelty

* Predation




Coyotes Eating Pets

Coyote Issue or pet management issue?




Responsible Pet
Ownership

» Keep pets indoors

* Proper fence
maintenance

* No food left out

* Pet door “issues”

e Vaccinate

e Spay / Neuter

* NEVER let pets roam




Coyote Concerns

e Disease transmission
« Coyotes eating pets

« Coyotes attacking
humans







e Texas - 5 INCIDENTS
e 1988-2003, 89 incidents in southern California

*California showed predictable pattern*







e Unfortunately, Yes.

e August, 1981... Glendale, CA

e Unattended 3 yr. old was mauled

* “Hand Feeding” of coyotes in the
area in the weeks prior




Are these really

coyote problems?




What should you do?

Stay calm

DO NOT RUN

Back away slowly

Make noise

Do not leave food outside

Keep pets on a leash
DO NOT FEED




Bobcat
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What should you do?

Stay calm

DO NOT RUN

Back away slowly

Make noise

Do not leave food outside

Keep pets on a leash
DO NOT FEED




Raccoon




Raccoon

Weight: 4lbs — 23lbs
~2 month gestation
Omnivore- garbage, berries, insects

Keen sense of touch

Public Concern
— Leave a mess
— Disease







Striped Skunk

Only found in North America

Weight: 2.5lbs — 14lbs

2 month gestation

Omnivore — insects, small mammals, birds

Public Concerns
— Disease
— Smell







Opossum

Only living marsupial in North America
Nocturnal

Omnivore- carrion, fruits, insects
* 50 teeth!!!

13 day gestation

Extremely resistant of disease



Armadillo

“little armored one”

Great swimmers

Defense mechanisms

— Roll up into a ball?
 Three-banded Armadillc

— Jump!
* Up to 3ft in the air!

Having problems with armadillos?
— Introduce beneficial nematodes



Snhakes

- Perceived “problem”
- Irrational fear

- Species dependent issues

The Far Side




Snhakes

 Education

 Learn to ID dangerous species

— Copperheads
— Cottonmouths

— Rattlesnakes
— Coral Snakes

e Simple behavior
changes
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Rabies Quarantine

Class C misdemeanor tcL
transport or sell live.....

Foxes

Coyotes
Raccoons

from, to, or within TEXAS

Zoonosis Control Division of the TX Department céddth



1. Educate public
2. Detalled reporting

3. Enforce codes/ordinanc

4. Aversive conditioning

5. Lethal control as a LAST
RESORT!

rather than REACTIVE




Many
Alternatives
Avallable




Evict and Exclude!
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Trees
Uncapped chimney
Broken vents

. Wiring or pipes

Uncapped vents
Improperly fitted doors

. Window sills
. Bulkhead doors

Decks
Patios
Wood piles



http://www.dfwwildlife.org/
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http://www.tpwd.state.tx.us/







Any Questions?

Jessica Alderson
Urban Wildlife Biologist
072-293-3841

urbanbiologist@yahoo.c




