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Memorandum 
 
To:  Honorable Mayor Shetter and members of the Burleson City Council 
 
From:  Gary A. Wisdom, Fire Chief 
 
Date:  March 16, 2009.     
 
Subject: Authorize the donation of obsolete rescue tools to the Steel Creek Acres 

Volunteer Fire Department. 
 
 
Council Action Requested:  
1. To find that the rescue tools are of no value. 

2. Authorize the donation of obsolete rescue tools to the Steel Creek Acres Volunteer 

Fire Department.   

 
Background Information: 
The City of Burleson purchased a set of Holmatro Rescue Tools in 1981.  Since that 

time, we have purchased more of these type tools with the purchases of our new 

apparatus.  Due to the age of the set purchased in 1981, it is no longer compatible with 

the new versions that we have on our first out and reserve trucks.  In other words, the 

tools will not work with the newer power plants that we have attained over the years.  

This older set is no longer in service due to the “cutters” being no longer operable.  The 

Burleson Fire Department no longer has any use for this older equipment as all of our 

apparatus have newer and compatible versions. 

 

Since they are no longer needed by the Burleson Fire Department, we need to dispose 

of them.  If the City advertises the tools for sale, the result will either be no bids or bids 

so low that the bids will be less than the cost of the City to go through the bid process.   

 

We would ask permission to dispose of these tools by donation to Steel Creek Acres 

Volunteer Fire Department which will serve a public purpose and will not result in any 

expense to the City. 

 

Steel Creek Acres Volunteer Fire Department requested this donation ( see attached ) 

and if approved, will be asked to sign a bill sale that also says that they except the tools 
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with any and all defects, known or unknown, and releases the City from any liability for 

damages that might occur related to the use of the tools.  This is was on advise from 

our City Attorney. 

 

To summarize: 

1. The tools are not needed by the Burleson Fire Department and will not be needed in 

the future. 

2. The tools are of little or no value to the City and need repairs. 

3. If the City advertises the tools for sale, the result will either be no bids or bids so low 

that the bids will be less that the cost to the City of going through the bid process; 

and 

4. City staff requests the City Council authorize the donation of these obsolete rescue 

tools to the Steel Creek Acres Volunteer Fire Department which will serve a public 

purpose and will not result in any expense to the City. 

 

 
Board/Citizen Input:  
NA 

 

Financial Considerations:  
There is no expenditure of municipal funds associated with this item. 
 
Attachments:  
The letter from Steel Creek Acres Volunteer Fire Department requesting the donation. 
 
 
Staff Contact:    
Gary A. Wisdom, Fire Chief 
817-295-5498 ext. 222 
Ga1wisfd@burlesontx.com 
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