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Memorandum 
 
To:  Honorable Mayor Shetter and members of the Burleson City Council 
 
From:  Aaron Russell, P.E., Director of Public Works 
 
Date:  July 6, 2009   
 
Subject: Professional services contract with SMS Woodstone, Inc. for brush and 

yard waste processing. 
 
 
Council Action Requested:  
Award a professional services contract with SMS Woodstone, Inc. for brush and yard 

waste processing. 

 

Background Information: 
On April 20, 2009, council approved the new rate effective June 1, 2009 for solid waste 

collection by a private vendor.  At that time, the rate calculation included $.55 per 

household, accounting for the cost of brush processing.  This rate was calculated using 

historic volume for brush collection and a price per cubic yard for brush processing 

submitted by the private vendor IESI.  The contract with IESI does allow for the City to 

pursue other alternatives regarding brush processing.  Brush processing is defined in 

the IESI contract as follows. 

Brush Processing – Grind Brush and Yard Waste through a 2” x 3” screen at 
the City’s compost site.   Also includes disposal of all mulch resulting from 
ground brush in excess of 10,000 cubic yards of brush each year. 

 

In an effort to further reduce the solid waste rate, staff issued a Request for Proposals 

to private vendors regarding brush processing.  The selected proposal will result in a 

monthly brush processing rate that equates to $0.18 per household.  This rate has been 

secured for a two year period and will not affect the Consumer Price Index (CPI) or Fuel 

Index adjustments included in the solid waste collection contract with IESI.  This 

reduces the residential solid waste rate from $16.42 to $16.05 per month per residential 

unit.  Additionally, per the contract submitted for approval, the mulch that will be 

available to the public will be processed twice, yielding finer, higher quality mulch than 

that currently available. 
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The non-residential rate structure is not affected since brush collection is not included 

for non-residential customers.  

 

Board/Citizen Input:  
N/A 

 

Financial Considerations:  
Revenues will be deposited in the Solid Waste Fund, Public Works Department. 

(Account # 404-0000-341-1000). 

There is no expenditure of City funds associated with approval of this ordinance. 

 

Attachments:  
Brush processing contract with SMS Woodstone, Inc. 
Summary of Proposals 
 
 
Staff Contact:    
Aaron Russell, P.E., Director of Public Works 
817-447-5410 X250 
arussell@burlesontx.com 
 
Rey Gonzales, Assistant Director of Public Works 
817-447-5410 X271 
rgonzales@burlesontx.com 
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