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Memorandum 
 
To:  Honorable Mayor Shetter and members of the Burleson City Council 
 
From:  Tom Cowan, Chief of Police 
 
Date:  September 8, 2009   
 
Subject: Renewal of Drug Awareness Resistance Education (DARE) Officer 

Contract. 
 
 
Council Action Requested:  
Council is requested to approve the 2009-2010 inter-local contract between the 

Burleson Independent School District and the City of Burleson regarding the DARE 

program. 

 

Background Information: 
This is an annual contract between the City of Burleson and the Burleson Independent 

School District to provide an employee who is a certified police officer for the local 

school DARE program.  This officer serves as the BISD from an office at Kerr Middle 

School. 

 

D.A.R.E. was founded in 1983 in Los Angeles and is now being implemented in 75 

percent of our nation's school districts and in more than 43 countries around the world. 

The D.A.R.E. curriculum is designed to be taught by police officers whose training and 

experience gave them the background needed to answer the sophisticated questions 

often posed by young students about drugs and crime. Prior to entering the D.A.R.E. 

program, officers undergo 80 hours of special training in areas such as child 

development, classroom management, teaching techniques, and communication skills. 

40 hours of additional training are provided to D.A.R.E. instructors to prepare them to 

teach the high school curriculum.  D.A.R.E. is universally viewed as an internationally 

recognized model of community policing.  

 

Board/Citizen Input:  
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Financial Considerations:  
The agreement specifies that BISD shall pay the City the sum of $42,251 per year for 

the services rendered.  This payment is for one-half of the DARE Officer’s salary and 

benefits for the fiscal year 2009-2010 and related costs. 

 
Attachments:  
City of Burleson and Burleson Independent School District DARE Contract. 
 
 
Staff Contact:    
Tom Cowan, Chief of Police 
(817) 426-9912 
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