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Burleson City Council has called an election for
Nov. 5, 2013, in order for voters to consider a
number of propositions to amend the city charter and
to consider the issuance of general obligation bonds.

BOND ELECTION
There are four propositions on the ballot for voters to consider that
authorize the City to sell general obligation (GO) bonds. GO bonds are
a municipal bond backed by the credit and "taxing power" of the City. At
the election, voters will have the opportunity to vote “For” or “Against”
each of the four propositions for the issuance of:
1. $12,840,000 tax bonds for street and public mobility
improvements.
2. $1,800,000 tax bonds for acquisition of public safety radio
equipment.
3. $5,000,000 tax bonds for police station facility acquisition and
improvements.
4. $750,000 tax bonds for economic development: Nola Dunn
gymnasium restoration.
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WHAT IS A CITY CHARTER?
According to the National League of Cities, a city charter is “the basic
document that defines the organization, powers, functions and essential
procedures of the city government. It is comparable to the Constitution
of the United States or a state's constitution. The charter is, therefore, the
most important legal document of any city.”
When was the City of Burleson’s charter first adopted?
The City of Burleson’s charter was first approved by an election on
April 5, 1969. Since then, five elections have taken place to amend the
charter with the most recent election occurring on May 2, 1998.
What is on the ballot for the city charter?
There are 12 propositions on the ballot to amend Burleson’s charter.
Voters will have the opportunity to vote on each of the 12 propositions
that cover corporate and general powers, city council, ordinances,
administration, municipal court, elections, finance, sale of City property,
contracts and purchasing, franchise and public utilities, conflict of interest,
and simplifying charter language and compliance with state law.
These are a general summary of the proposed changes to Burleson’s
charter. Voters are encouraged to visit the City’s website at
www.burlesontx.com/2013charterelection to find detailed information
about each one of the 12 propositions.

EARLY VOTING
Early voting for all residents will be conducted at the Ron Harmon Subcourthouse (247 Elk Dr., across from Burleson High
School), Oct. 21-25, 8 a.m.-5 p.m.; Oct. 28-Oct. 30, 8 a.m.-5 p.m.; and Oct. 31-Nov. 1, 7 a.m.-7 p.m.

ELECTION DAY VOTING
On Election Day (Nov. 5), polls will be open from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. Voting locations will be based on which county a voter
resides in. Tarrant County residents will vote at St. Ann Catholic Church (100 S.W. Alsbury Blvd., northwest corner of
Alsbury and Renfro), and Johnson County residents will vote at the Ron Harmon Subcourthouse (247 Elk Dr.).

ALSO AVAILABLE IN SPANISH
A Spanish version of this Special Edition newsletter will be available, upon request, through the city secretary’s office at Burleson City Hall,
141 W. Renfro St. For more information, email elections@burlesontx.com or call 817-426-9662 or 817-426-9661. This newsletter, in
English and in Spanish, will also be available online at www.burlesontx.com/elections, www.burlesontx.com/2013charterelection, and
www.burlesontx.com/2013bondelection.
Versión en español de esta edición especial disponible –para quienes la soliciten– en la Secretaría del Ayuntamiento de Burleson (Burleson City Hall),
141 W. Renfro St. Para obtener más información, envíe un correo electrónico a elections@burlesontx.com o llame al 817-426-9662 ó al 817-426-9661.
Este boletín, en inglés y en español, también estará disponible en línea en: www.burlesontx.com/elections, www.burlesontx.com/2013charterelection
y en www.burlesontx.com/2013bondelection.
The City Focus newsletter is created by the City of Burleson’s Office of Communications. The newsletter is mailed to all City residents
who have an account with the City’s utility customer service department. This is an official publication of the City of Burleson.

Website: www.burlesontx.com • Facebook: City of Burleson, Texas • Twitter: City of Burleson, Texas

BOND PROPOSITION 1: Street and Public Mobility Improvements: $12.84 million
If approved by voters, these bonds will fund the following projects:
▼ Neighborhood Street Rehabilitation – $1.735 million: Includes base stabilization, hot mix asphalt
overlay, curb and gutter realignment, and repair of driveways on portions of the following proposed
locations: Rudd Street, King Street, Cardinal Ridge Road, Cindy Court, Hillery Street, Redhaw
Court, Tarrant Avenue, Warren Street, Industrial Park Boulevard, County Road 711, Northeast Johnson
Avenue, South Dobson Street, and Wyche Court. Future citizen, city council, and/or engineering input
could change the list of streets.
▼ Extension of Alsbury Boulevard (Candler to Hulen) –
$4.71 million: Extend Southwest Alsbury across the BNSF
railroad to Hulen Street (formerly Shaffstall). First phase in
future connection to State Hwy. 121 (Hulen is near
equidistant between 121 and IH35W). Provides alternate
crossing to Hulen railroad underpass and east/west access to transit-oriented development (TOD) area.
▼ Renfro Street: Texas Hwy. 174/Wilshire to Alsbury Boulevard, Ph. 1 – $938,000: Includes construction
of a right turn lane for southbound Renfro traffic turning onto Hwy. 174/Wilshire; funding of a corridor
study of left turn movements, on-street parking, pedestrian/bicycle mobility, and traffic flow and
efficiency; and funding for construction of items identified in the study for portion between
Hwy. 174/Wilshire and Murphy.
▼ McAlister Road – City limit west to McAlister Road – $300,000: Match newly constructed section by
the City of Fort Worth by adding two lanes, bike lanes, drainage, and a mini-roundabout at the 90-degree
turn (replaces stop sign). McAlister provides access to residents in the Mistletoe Hills, Meadows, and
Timber Ridge subdivisions and to the Gateway shopping center from the west.
▼ Texas Hwy. 174/Wilshire Construction Projects – $725,000: Hwy. 174/Southwest Wilshire thoroughfare carries 39,000 cars per day. TxDOT
construction of medians and of 121 will change Hwy. 174/Wilshire traffic. Over the next five years, projects could include signal synchronization
and modifications to Southeast Gregory Street and Johnson Avenue as well as modifications to intersections, pavement markings, and side streets.
The City will pursue federal Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality (CMAQ) funds when feasible and practical for this construction. CMAQ
funds require a local match that will be provided by these bond proceeds.
▼ Traffic Signals on Hidden Creek Parkway – $725,000: Funding to install signals at three intersections on Hidden Creek Parkway. Locations
to be considered are Irene, Dobson, Hurst, and Cardinal Ridge. Signals will be placed after traffic signal warrant studies are performed.
▼ Renfro Street – IH35W to Wilshire Boulevard – $1.17 million: The City took control of this section of Renfro Street from TxDOT in 2011.
Potential projects include center landscaped medians, mid-block crosswalks, signal installation/relocation, improved pedestrian mobility/access, and
on-street parking.
▼ Citywide Traffic Calming Program – $532,000: Projects include striping, bulb-outs, medians, etc. added in locations to calm traffic. Candidate
streets include but are not limited to Elk/Arnold/Rand/Irene, Summercrest, Renfro (north of Alsbury), and Gardens. Other locations to be determined
by citizen, city council, and engineering input.
▼ Railroad Quiet Zone at Alsbury Boulevard – $213,000: Construct a quiet zone at Alsbury Boulevard, including a pedestrian crossing on north
side of Alsbury. Fort Worth is installing a quiet zone at McAlister. These two quiet zones will stop train engineers from sounding their horns,
creating a quiet zone from approximately one-quarter mile south of Alsbury north beyond McAlister.
▼ Annual Sidewalk Program – $1.065 million: Funds a five-year program ($213,000 per year) for repair and construction of new sidewalks
city wide. Locations to be determined after election based on input from schools, citizens, city council, and engineering.
▼ Summercrest Boulevard Traffic Calming/Mobility Construction – $200,000: Construction of 10-foot sidepath between Barkridge Trail and
Southwest Rand Drive, creating a "boardwalk" section in front of the BRiCk, striping between Rand and Cedar Ridge Lane to create bike lanes,
and a roundabout for traffic calming at Summercrest/Thomas intersection. Also includes
sidewalk construction on Summercrest from Wilshire Boulevard to Cedar Ridge. Bond
funds are for local match to grant funds received.
▼ Thomas Street Bike Lanes (Summercrest to Hughes Middle School), BRiCk Trail
Connection – $50,000: Striping on Thomas to create bike lanes. Will require some
on-street parking modifications (four properties). Project also includes 10-foot trail
construction in drainage channel right-of-way to connect BRiCk property with
Thomas Street. Bond funds are for local match to grant funds received.
▼ McAlister Road Bike Lanes (includes trail through Oncor easement to Alsbury
Boulevard) – $50,000: Includes striping on McAlister between the city limit line and
Oncor easement to create bike lanes, signed shared lanes, etc., 10-foot trail between
McAlister and James Circle/Heberle Park through the Oncor easement. Bond funds are
for local match to grant funds received.
▼ Old Town Mobility Projects, Ph. 1 – $425,000: Initial funding of various projects in
Old Town to include striping, sidewalks, alley modifications, crosswalks, lighting,
intersection modifications, and other miscellaneous construction.

BOND PROPOSITION 2: Acquisition of Public Safety Radio Equipment: $1.8 million
The current public safety radio system is a 480 MHz “T-Band” UHF trunked system funded in the 2004 Capital
Improvement Project/Bond Election. The current system is not a P25 compliant system. Radio equipment that
complies with P25 meets a set of minimum standards for public safety. The P25 standard was created by,
and is intended for, public safety professionals. Burleson’s current system allows the City’s police and fire personnel
to communicate directly with one another and other
City departments. The current system does not allow
Burleson’s police and fire personnel to communicate directly
with other agencies on the City’s radio system because many
local agencies’ radio systems operate on another frequency
(700MHz-800MHz). The City of Burleson has mutual aid
agreements with many of these agencies. Mutual aid
agreements allow agencies to help one another during large
emergency response events. The proposed radio equipment
will allow the City’s public safety personnel to communicate
directly with the City of Crowley, City of Benbrook, Med-Star, City of Forest Hill, Tarrant County Sheriff’s Office,
City of Fort Worth, Johnson County Sheriff’s Office and Constables, Joshua Police, Alvarado Police, Godley Police,
Grandview Police, and all fire departments served by the Johnson County Emergency Services District (JCESD).
If this proposition is approved, the City will subscribe to the Johnson County system that went “live” in November
2012. The City entered into a lease purchase contract with Motorola in the summer of 2013 to obtain Fort Worth
pricing. The first annual lease payment is due in 2014. If approved, bond funds would replace this lease.

BOND PROPOSITION 3: Police Station Facility Acquisition and Improvements:
$5 million
The current police station facility (225 W. Renfro), formerly the post office, was last expanded to its existing
10,000 square feet in 1995. At that time, Burleson’s population was approximately 18,545. Today, the
population is an estimated 39,130. The square footage per citizen has fallen from .62 (1995) to .26 (2013).
The average for the cities of Crowley, Euless, Keller, Mansfield, and Lancaster is .92. The number of employees
in the police department has increased from 46 (1995) to 81 (2013). If this proposition is approved, the City
will use the proceeds from the bonds to acquire an existing building and land in the city and/or remodel the
purchased building for use by the police department. Due to the expense of reconstruction, the jail and dispatch
functions will remain at the current location.

Animal Shelter
775 S.E. John Jones Dr.
817-426-9283
City Hall
141 W. Renfro St.
817-426-9600
Burleson Recreation
Center
550 N.W. Summercrest Blvd.
817-426-9104
Compost/Mulch/
Recycle Center
620 Memorial Plaza
817-426-9830
Fire Department
Main: 828 S.W. Alsbury Blvd.
#2: 650 Memorial Plaza
#3: 245 Lakewood Dr.
817-426-9170
Burleson Visitors Center
124 W. Ellison St.
817-447-1575
Hidden Creek
Golf Course
555 E. Hidden Creek Pkwy.
817-447-4444
Library
248 S.W. Johnson Ave.
817-426-9210
Municipal Court
247 Elk Dr.
817-426-9220
Municipal Service Center
725 S.E. John Jones Dr.
817-426-9830
Police Department
225 W. Renfro St.
817-426-9910
Senior Activity Center
216 S.W. Johnson Ave.
817-295-6611

CHECK IT OUT ...
For City meeting times and dates, check the Public Notices page on the City website,
www.burlesontx.com. Meeting times are subject to change.

For hours at each facility,
go to the City website,
www.burlesontx.com,
Services, then click on City Facilities.
Hours are listed under each entry.

BOND PROPOSITION 4:
Nola Dunn Gymnasium
Restoration: $750,000

City of Burleson
141 W. Renfro St., Burleson, TX 76028

PRSRT STD
U.S. Postage
PAID
Burleson, TX 76028
Permit No. 11

The Nola Dunn gymnasium opened
in 1936. It was funded by a grant from
the Public Works Administration.
Since opening, the gymnasium has
hosted basketball games, fall carnivals,
physical education classes, graduations,
celebrations, and line dancing lessons
among other activities. If this
proposition is approved, the bonds
would be used as matching funds for
the restoration of the Nola Dunn
gymnasium. These bonds will only be sold if the remaining funds needed to restore the gym are raised through community and corporate donations
and historic preservation and/or economic development grant funds. Possible uses for the restored gymnasium include community arts/theater, educational
uses, and a community gymnasium.

PROPERTY TAX IMPACT
If all four propositions are approved, the total increase in the debt rate portion of the property tax rate will not exceed 5.25 cents. The following table
shows the increase in property taxes on a monthly basis for an average value home in the City of Burleson ($122,061) and also for a property
valued at $100,000.
On Home of
Average Value

On Property
of $100,000 Value

1. Street and Public Mobility Improvements

$3.36

$2.75

2. Acquisition of Public Safety Radio Equipment

$0.47

$0.39

3. Police Station Facility Acquisition and Improvements

$1.31

$1.07

4. Nola Dunn Gymnasium Restoration

$0.20

$0.16

$5.34

$4.38

Propositions

TOTAL PER MONTH

PHOTO IDENTIFICATION (ID) REQUIREMENTS TO VOTE
In order to vote, voters must bring a valid photo ID. Only the following forms of photo ID will be accepted at the polling place:
▼ Photo ID issued by the Texas Department of Public Safety
(must be current or within 60 days of expiring)
❖ Driver’s License
❖ Texas ID Card
❖ Election ID Certificate
❖ Concealed Handgun License

▼ Photo ID issued by Department of Defense (must be current or within
60 days of expiring)
❖ Uniformed Service ID (active or retired)
❖ DOD (Department of Defense) Civilian Retiree
❖ Common Access Card – Civilian worker residing on military base
▼ United States Passport (must be current or within 60 days of expiring)
▼ United States Certificate of Citizenship (must be current)

STATEMENT OF COMMITMENT
When voters approve a bond proposition, proceeds from the sale of the bonds must be used for purposes described in the proposition. Projects listed in
this document are projects the Burleson City Council proposes to undertake to accomplish the voted purposes of the bonds. The city council reserves
the right to abandon or modify a project if, in the council’s opinion, conditions materially change so that the project as originally proposed is unwise or
unnecessary. In that event, the council may, following a public hearing, direct the bond proceeds be expended for other projects within the voted purposes
of the bonds.

For further election-related information, go to www.burlesontx.com/elections.

