Tobacco trash = most common form of litter found on Texas roadways

71%
62%

of litter consists of microlitter that is not easily seen on
roadways, such as cigarette butts, straws & gum wrappers.
of Texas smokers admit to tossing their cigarette butts
out of the window of their cars.

Why tobacco product are bad for the environment?
Cigarette butts have been found to contain nicotine, arsenic, lead, cadmium,
copper, chromium, ethylphenol and polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons,
presenting a clear risk to aquatic life and other animals.

Did you know?
Tire trash
is the

2ND

largest contributor
to road litter in Texas.

Any automotive fluids spilled from your
vehicle should be cleaned up immediately.
These fluids could be washed into nearby
waterways by rainfall.

REPORT IT

Download the Don't Mess with Texas Report a
Litterer app for your iPhone or Android phone

Cigarette Litter in America

#1

Keep America Beautiful’s
Cigarette Litter Prevention
Program has reduced cigarette
butt litter by an average of
in the 1,700
communities in
which it’s been
implemented
since 2002.

50%

FORM OF LITTER.

Cigarette butts are the
most frequently littered
item in America.

CIGARETTE BUTTS
DON'T DISAPPEAR
95% of cigarette ﬁlters are comprised of cellulose
acetate, a plastic which can persist in the environment.

CIGARETTE BUTTS ARE

32%

38%

Reduction in cigarette butt litter tends to help

REDUCE OVERALL LITTER.
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LITTERING RATE

For every additional
ash receptacle,
the littering rate
decreases by

of all littered items
collected.

of cigarette butt
littering is
associated with
the physical
environment,
including the number
of ash receptacles.

41%

of smokers report that they
do not have receptacles for
cigarette butts at their work.

30%

of smokers admitted to
littering within last 30 days.
(3x higher than non-smokers)*

9%

For more information visit PreventCigaretteLitter.org
Sources: The 2009 National Visible Litter Survey and Litter Cost Study prepared by MidAtlantic Solid Waste Consultants for
Keep America Beautiful, Inc. and Povaddo Research for Keep America Beautiful, 2016 Research reports and an executive summary can be downloaded at
kab.org/resources/end-littering. Keep America Beautiful Inc. 2009 national litter and littering behavior research were conducted through a grant from Philip Morris
USA, an Altria Company. All contents Copyright 2017 Keep America Beautiful, Inc. – www.kab.org.

