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This document expands upon the information that was provided to city council as
part of the proposed City of Burleson Parks, Trails, and Recreation Master Plan.
Specifically, this document provides:
•
•
•

Information regarding the community outreach conducted as part of creating
the master plan.
A plan overview that includes a vision statement and high-level goals with
accompanying strategies to achieve the goals.
An outline of plan implementation priorities.

The City of Burleson takes exceptional pride in its parks, recreation, and trails system
and is establishing a bold vision for a bright future. As the community continues to
experience growth, it is critical to have a plan in place that will provide for the needs
of a growing community for generations to come.
Community Outreach
Outreach Efforts Completed to Date
Community input to the plan was generated using several methods including 11 open
houses, a focus group with public safety personnel, and a survey administered online
and in person. This outreach was conducted in the summer and autumn of 2018. More
than 1,400 surveys were received providing insight into the importance of parks, trails
and recreation to Burleson residents as well as their desires and goals for the park
system. These findings informed the recommendations that are found in the parks
master plan, particularly with regards to recommendations for new park development
and improvements to existing parks.
Some of the key findings from these efforts include:

TYPE OF PARK, TRAIL, OR RECREATION FACILITY THAT YOU WOULD LIKE TO SEE MORE
OF IN BURLESON
TRASH RECEPTACLES
BRIDGE
LANDSCAPE
SENIORS
TRAMPOLINE
SAND PLAY
SAFETY PHONES
PETTING ZOO
KNOWLEDGE
BATHROOMS
SIGNAGE/MAPS
ZIP LINE
SKATE RINK
MINI GOLF
FENCES
DRINKING FOUNTAIN
LIGHTING
CAMPING
SIDEWALKS
TRAILHEAD SERVICES
SEATING
CANOE/KAYAK
EXERCISE STATIONS
PICNIC AREAS
PROGRAMMING
PAVILION/EVENT VENUE
ACCESSIBILITY
DISC GOLF
BIKE/SKATE PARK
PARKS
REC/COMMUNITY CENTER
FISHING POND/LAKE/CREEK
SHADE
NONE / N/A
NATURAL AREAS
SPORTS/PRACTICE FIELDS
PLAY EQUIPMENT
DOG PARK
SPLASH PAD/WATER AMENITIES
TRAILS
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OPINIONS ON LEVEL OF INVESTMENT
Invest More

Investing Right Amount

NATURAL AREAS/GREEN SPACES

Invest Less

No Opinion

482

433

95

73

SMALL NEIGHBORHOOD OR COMMUNITY PARKS

537

421

79

56

WALKING/JOGGING TRAILS

538

428

71

55

PROGRAMS FOR YOUTH

511

PROGRAMS FOR SENIORS

236

PROGRAMS FOR ADULTS

407

274

PICNIC AREAS OR SHELTERS

354

BIKING TRAILS
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69

83

148

389

412

415

124

293

498

234

160

393

570

OUTDOOR BASKETBALL COURTS

42

56

450

CHILDREN'S PLAYGROUNDS

OUTDOOR TENNIS COURTS

376

141

392

385
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296

99

204

186

374
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81

FUNDING PRIORITIES OVER NEXT 10 YEARS
Very Important

Important

Somewhat Important

IMPROVING PARKS, TRAILS, & RECREATION FACILITIES

IMPROVING MAINTENANCE & CLEANLINESS

531

November 2019

144

455

501

BUILDING NEW PARKS & TRAILS

IMPROVING RECREATION PROGRAMS

398

337

IMPROVING SAFETY

EXPANDING EXISTING OR BUILDING NEW RECREATION FACILITIES

Not Important
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59

202

236

401

351

245

318

519

31

65

109

154

130

Youth Outreach
To address a deficit of youth feedback in the initial community outreach, staff
developed a revised survey to collect additional youth feedback. Staff worked with
Burleson Independent School District, Joshua Independent School District, the city’s
social media and email distribution lists, and contacts with homeschool families to
collect the information. The information gathered through this effort corresponded in
many ways to the information that was gathered in 2018 and was referenced in
developing recommendations for future projects. A report of the information that
was gathered can be found in Appendix A at the end of this document.
Plan Overview
The Parks, Trails, and Recreation Master Plan provides the general guidance necessary
for future improvements to the park system. The intention of the master plan is not
to design specific new parks. For the design of new parks, city staff will provide
opportunities for design input for each project to ensure that the community’s vision
and needs are met by each new park. Additionally, this plan should not be considered
a funding document. All park property acquisitions and park enhancements are
funded through the City’s annual budget process, with approval from City Council,
and/or through voter approved bond initiatives.
Vision Statement
The City of Burleson is a place where residents and visitors alike will continue to enjoy
a safe and unique blend of active parks, open spaces, miles of both paved and
unpaved trails, a level of service that continues to exceed national averages, and
opportunities to access a park or trail within a short walk of where they live.
The Parks, Trails, and Recreation Master Plan provides goals and objectives designed
to enhance the existing parks system to meet the vision for Burleson’s parks system.
Some of the key areas found in the plan include:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Improving existing parks.
Creating new parks in undeveloped and underserved areas, including the
addition of up to three new community parks to the parks system.
Setting a goal of providing a park within a 10-minute walk from each home in
Burleson.
Continuing to build new trails.
Adding a splash pad.
Adding a dog park.
Updating the City’s park development ordinances to ensure that new
development provides necessary neighborhood parks and amenities to
enhance and maintain our current level of service.

The plan provides an enhanced focus on walkability and neighborhood parks. It also
demonstrates an opportunity and need to create up to three community parks.
Community parks are larger than neighborhood parks and serve several
neighborhoods. They range in size from 10 to 99 acres and generally serve a user area
of one to two miles in radius. A community park may include areas for intense
recreation activities such as competitive sports, swimming, tennis, playgrounds,
volleyball, basketball, etc. There may also be passive recreation opportunities such as
walking, viewing, sitting, and picnicking.
November 2019
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The plan also contains many recommendations for improvements to existing parks.
The recommendations made for each individual park result primarily from resident
input from surveys and focus groups held early in the planning process. There are also
recommendations designed to:
•
•
•

Create or improve the goal of a 10-minute walkshed around each park. A
walkshed is the area around a park from which a person can access the park
by walking.
Capitalize on opportunities to add neighborhood-serving amenities to special
use parks.
Anticipate future needs by carefully considering the area surrounding each
park as changes are expected to occur in the number of children, families,
seniors, etc. that reside nearest the park.

Below is a summary and outline of the goals that the plan is seeking to meet and
recommendations that will support each goal. The goals and recommendations were
developed based on the feedback received from the public outreach and analysis
conducted by GSBS and city staff.
Goal 1: Maintain an Exceptional Level of Service
The current City of Burleson parkland level of service is 12.7 acres per 1,000 residents,
whereas the national average is 10.1 acres per 1,000 residents. Maintaining this level of
service as growth occurs will require the addition of 331 acres to the system by 2040.
This is over and above the 124 acres that will be added based on the current Parkland
Dedication ordinance. Specific items related to achieving this include:
•
•
•

•
•

Update the parkland dedication ordinance to reflect the current level of service
and prevent further erosion of the current level of service. A new ordinance
and fee proposal will be brought to City Council for consideration.
Pursue grants to support improvements in walkability, amenities, and acres
available to current and future residents.
Identify available City of Burleson funds to prevent erosion in the current level
of service. The 2008 Parks, Recreation, and Trails Master Plan indicated a level
of service of 14.7 acres per 1,000 residents. The city has not added property to
the park system in a manner that has kept pace with the city’s growth.
Provide a balance of park types in locations that are under-served, as well as
locations where population is increasing.
Increase funding for future neighborhood parks to provide a greater variety of
neighborhood-serving amenities.

Goal 2: Improving Walkability and Park Access
Sixty-four percent (64%) of Burleson residents currently live within a 10-minute walk
of a neighborhood-serving park. The updated parks master plan recommends
increasing the number of residents living within a 10-minute walk to a neighborhoodserving park to 80% by 2040. Staff recommends considering not only neighborhoodserving parks, but all parks, parkland, and trails as a part of this goal. By expanding
the goal to include all parks, parkland, and trails, staff recommends setting a goal of
100% of households having access to a park within a 10-minute walk by 2040.
Specific items related to achieving this goal include:
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•
•

•

•

Participate in the national 10-minute walk program that has established a goal
of one hundred percent (100%) of households in the United States having a
park within a 10-minute walk.
Identify new connections between current and new neighborhoods and
existing or planned parks with neighborhood-serving amenities. Several
suggestions exist in the plan for specific parks and are listed in the plan under
the individual park name in the section “Individual Parks Evaluations.”
Coordinate trails, sidewalks, and appropriate crossing areas with other plans
such as the Mobility Plan and NCTCOG Regional Veloweb. Staff should also
work with, and encourage, new developments to install adjacent trail sections
such as the trail section recently installed at Arabella and the trail connections
planned at Hidden Vista.
Identification and installation of appropriate crossings where drainage channels
cross highways and other barriers to connectivity.

Goal 3: Develop Community Parks
A community park is larger than a neighborhood park, often between 10 and 99 acres
in size. The Burleson park system has large special use parks (Chisenhall Fields and
Bartlett Soccer Complex, as example), wonderful trails and neighborhood parks, but is
lacking in community parks. Warren Park is most comparable to a community park
with the amenities it provides, but it does not have the size necessary to add
additional amenities often found in a community park. Achieving this goal will require
the following:
•
•

Acquiring land for the development of up to three community parks of 10-20
acres each in three of the four focus areas established in the plan.
Evaluate any existing city property for the purpose of developing a community
park.

Goal 4: Address Aging Parks and Improve the Park Experience
Parks and recreation facilities and amenities age and need to be replaced over time.
The survey showed that 84% of residents responded that it was important or very
important that funding for improvements to existing parks, trails, and recreation
facilities should be a priority over the next 10 years. The plan provides specific
recommendations and enhancements for each of the city’s developed parks based on
input from residents that improve safety, access, enjoyment, and walkability.
Achieving this goal will require the following:
•

•

•

Installation of neighborhood-serving amenities in parks within a 10-minute walk
of neighborhoods. Specifically, Hajek Field, Shannon Creek Nature Preserve,
and Chisenhall Fields can be improved by adding neighborhood-serving
amenities.
Prioritize and implement service-level enhancement and maintenance and
operations improvement recommendations found in the parks master plan.
There are over 160 recommendations in the master plan for service-level
enhancement and maintenance and operations improvements to existing city
parks.
Creating a park asset inventory and establishing a condition index for each
amenity to develop a replacement plan that considers age, condition, repair
costs, safety, and community needs.
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•
•
•
•
•

Annually update the park maintenance cost assessment that was conducted
during the development of the master plan.
Utilize the park maintenance cost assessment when evaluating parkland
dedication in new developments.
Include an opinion of probable cost for the maintenance of each capital project.
Ensure contact information is provided on signs within each park for visitors to
report concerns and suggestions.
Complete a Crime Prevention through Environmental Design (CPTED)
evaluation of each park and implement landscaping and other changes to
address any safety issues that may be identified.

Goal 5: Establish Premier Trail Systems in the City
Burleson’s trail system serves a dual purpose in Burleson for both recreation and as an
alternative mode of transportation. Eighty-nine percent (89%) of those surveyed in
2018 indicated that they use the trail from 2 to 10 or more times per year. Burleson
currently has 20.18 miles of mostly paved off-street trails and enjoys a level of service
of approximately 0.45 trail miles per thousand residents. Achieving this goal will
require the following:
•
•
•
•
•

•

•
•

Complete the 10-mile trail loop that the city has been working to develop over
the past several years.
Add an additional 16.04 miles of off-street trail by 2040. There are 3.20 miles
currently planned.
Establish trail standards for new off-street shared-use trails based on current
AASHTO standards. This will change the city’s current standard 10-foot-wide
trail to 12-foot-wide trails.
Review drainage ways, unused railroad right-of-ways, and utility easements for
opportunities to acquire and add to the trail system.
Identify potential areas for trails in floodways and wetlands. Floodways and
wetlands provide an exceptional corridor for trails and certain amenities where
appropriate. They also provide an organizing element when planning parks due
to the protected nature of these areas.
Add trail amenities such as seating, trail maps and signage, bike racks, pet
waste stations, and trail lighting where appropriate.
o Add trailhead amenities at Bailey Lake, Heberle Park, Oak Valley North &
South, Shannon Creek Nature Preserve, Wakefield Park, and Willow
Creek Park.
Ensure that trail connections and alignments consider the City’s Mobility Plan
and the NCTCOG Regional Veloweb.
Coordinate planned trail improvements with local bike, volunteer, and trail
organizations.

Goal 6: Develop a Capital Improvement Plan to Meet Community Needs
The CIP will encompass the most requested additions to the park system along with
recommendations within the master plan. Staff are working on developing a draft of
the capital plan along with associated cost estimates for construction, maintenance
costs, and potential funding strategies. The plan will be reviewed by the Parks
Advisory Board for additional input and a discussion of priorities to develop a
recommendation for City Council. A presentation will be given to Council for input
and consideration for establishing the final project list.
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Plan Implementation Priorities
Attached to this letter as Appendix B is a table that consolidates all recommendations
contained in the proposed master plan. There are 218 individual recommendations
including system wide level of service, connectivity and amenity recommendations
and individual park level of service, connectivity, amenity and maintenance
recommendations.
The table includes a preliminary phasing and implementation schedule for each
recommendation. Phasing and implementation are preliminary at this point in the
process as considerations of funding and staff capacity for project oversight is not
included in the evaluation. The phasing and implementation schedule should be
reviewed with the Parks Advisory Board and the community as well as staff level
evaluation of cost, funding sources and capacity. Of the 218 recommendations,
fourteen are recommendations relating to system wide standards or implementation
strategies, these are identified as applying to “All” phases requiring immediate
implementation.
There are 118 Phase 1 recommendations for implementation in the next five years. Of
these, 63 recommendations address maintenance and operations items. The
remaining 55 recommendations are connectivity or service enhancement
recommendations to expand the existing walkshed, address gaps in amenities and
respond to user requests, as well as a recommendation addressing safety and security
concerns. There are 84 Phase 2 recommendations for implementation in the next 10
years. Of these, 15 address maintenance and operations items. The remaining 69
recommendations are connectivity or service enhancement recommendations to
expand the existing walkshed, address gaps in amenities and respond to user
requests. There is one Phase 3 recommendation for implementation in the next 15
years. This is for improvement of a third community-serving park in Focus Area D.
Phase 1 recommendations were identified based on the following:
•
•
•

System-wide policy changes
Maintenance and operations items
Connectivity and level of service enhancements were prioritized at parks with
clearly identified opportunities to improve the number of households served
based on:
o Existing Special Use park with location appropriate for neighborhoodserving amenities
o An irregular-shaped walkshed with an opportunity for one or more
connections needed to expand walkshed and more equally serve
neighborhood
o Park is within an underserved focus area

Recommended priority actions include:
•

Acquisition of land for up to three community-serving parks to reduce
overutilization of Warren Park, address underserved focus areas, and provide
for community priorities including un-programmed turf open areas and
additional amenities.
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•
•

•

Continued acquisition of floodplain/floodway property for establishment of
greenbelts, installation of trails and provision nature-focused amenities and
programming.
Amend the parkland dedication ordinance to reflect the level of parkland
dedication required to meet the city’s level of service goal. Additionally,
update the city’s park development fee and fee-in-lieu of dedication to improve
the city’s ability to improve and acquire parkland.
Improve connectivity to and around all existing parks.
o Priority parks in underserved focus areas:
 Oak Valley North & South
•

•

Use Hurst Creek and coordinate with public works to install
"last mile" sidewalk improvements.
• Evaluate and install a pedestrian warning system at Hidden
Creek Parkway and Hurst Road.
• Evaluate the opportunity for trail access north of Evandale
Road (existing easement behind Parkridge Blvd).
 Willow Creek Park
• Evaluate connectivity to North Joshua Elementary School
and the neighborhoods to the south.
• Create access to the north by providing pedestrian access
across the drainage channel.
• Improve pedestrian access from Cherry Hills Lane.
• Provide connectivity along the Willow Creek drainage to
the northeast and southwest.
o Priority parks with planned new development:
 Prairie Timber Park
• Ensure connectivity as development of the area occurs.
 Shannon Creek Nature Preserve
• Create additional access points to the trail system and
nature preserve.
• Install a bridge or low water crossing to Shannon Creek
Addition.
• Provide a trail connection to Wakefield Park.
o Other priority parks:
 Chisenhall Fields
• Develop additional trail connections to enhance the role of
Chisenhall Fields as a hub for the central area of the
citywide park system.
• Build Village Creek trail to improve citywide trail
connectivity.
 Bailey Lake
• Install a trail connection to Old Town Burleson and
coordinate with public works to install "last mile" sidewalk
improvements.
• Install a connection from Lynnwood Avenue to Bailey Lake
Park Trail and coordinate with public works to install "last
mile" sidewalk improvements.
Add neighborhood-serving amenities in Hajek Field and Shannon Creek Nature
Preserve.
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•
•
•

Add a splash pad on site of BRiCk and Bartlett Soccer Complex.
Upgrade and allow access to neighborhood-serving amenities at Chisenhall
Fields.
Identify a location for and construct a dog park.

The phase and timing of the recommendations are preliminary pending staff review
and review, discussion and recommendation by the Parks Advisory Board.

November 2019

City of Burleson Parks, Trails, and Recreation Master Plan – Supplemental Information

Page 11

Q1: How old are you?
Answered: 2,632
Skipped: 7

Answer

Responses

Percentage

8 & Under

838

31.84%

9 - 13

1,113

42.29%

14 - 17

643

24.43%

18 - 24

38

1.44%

Q2: How would you rate the cleanliness of
Burleson’s Parks?
Answered: 2,610
Skipped: 29

Answer

Responses

Percentage

Very Dirty

114

4.37%

Somewhat Dirty

618

23.68%

Somewhat Clean

794

30.42%

Clean

866

33.18%

Very Clean

218

8.35%

Q3: How often do you go to the park?
Answered: 2,563
Skipped: 76

Answer

Responses

Percentage

Every Day

184

7.18%

Every Week

578

22.55%

Every Month

1,168

45.57%

Never

633

24.70%

Q4: How do you get to the park?
Answered: 2,611
Skipped: 28

Answer

Responses

Percentage

Walk

476

18.23%

Ride Bike

406

15.55%

Car

1,649

63.16%

Other

80

3.06%

Q5: Which park is your favorite?
Answered: 2,491
Skipped: 148

Answer

Responses

Percentage

Warren Park

481

19.31%

Bailey Lake

421

16.90%

Centennial Park

969

38.90%

Chisenhall Park

218

8.75%

Oak Valley Park
North

103

4.13%

Mistletoe Hill Park 233

9.35%

Other

2.66%

66

Q6: What’s your favorite thing to do at the
park?
Answered: 2,597
Skipped: 42

Answer

Responses

Percentage

Swing

1,041

40.08%

Slide

294

11.32%

Free Play in Open 728
Spaces

28.03%

Ride Bikes

281

10.82%

Other

253

9.75%

Q7: Do you feel safe in the park?
Answered: 2,306
Skipped: 333

Answer

Responses

Percentage

Yes

1,739

75.41%

No

567

24.59%

Q8: Tell us what you want in your dream park?
Answered: 2,604
Skipped: 35

Answer

Responses

Percentage

Splash Pad

971

37.29%

Skate Park

379

14.55%

Dog Park

377

14.48%

Sports Fields

336

12.90%

Tennis Courts

71

2.73%

Basketball Courts 241

9.25%

Playground

185

7.10%

Other

44

1.7%

APPENDIX B
PARK MASTER PLAN RECOMMENDATIONS
PHASE I
BAILEY LAKE PARK
Recommendation Type

Recommendation

Maintenance & Operations
Maintenance & Operations
Maintenance & Operations
Maintenance & Operations

Provide additional trash cans to respond to user comments
Install regulatory signage prohibiting dogs off leash, feeding ducks, and bait netting. Include a phone number to report
illegal activity.
Install a flotation device station to enhance safety.
Study parking utilization and identify strategies to address neighborhood on-street parking issues.

Maintenance & Operations
Maintenance & Operations

Identify and mark appropriate pedestrian pathways within and from existing and any future parking areas.
Make minor grading changes to reduce standing water near picnic tables.

Level of Service - Service Expansion
Level of Service - Service Expansion
Level of Service - Service Expansion
Level of Service - Service Expansion

Installing child-focused amenities preferably nearest existing residential development at the north end of the park.
Evaluating the use of the parking lot at JW Norwood Elementary School as overflow parking.
Installing exercise stations along the trail.
Adding a trailhead with a bike rack and benches.

BARTLETT SOCCER COMPLEX
Recommendation Type

Recommendation

Maintenance & Operations
Maintenance & Operations
Maintenance & Operations
Maintenance & Operations
Level of Service - Park Walkshed Expansion
Level of Service - Service Expansion

Improve trash pickup along walking trail and creek
Add pet waste stations on trails
Stabilize existing trash cans
Evaluate potential safety hazards associated with the open drainage system.
Providing a pedestrian connection across Town Creek to Rand Dr.
Working with BISA to make fields available for practice rental

CEDAR RIDGE PARK
Recommendation Type

Recommendation

Maintenance & Operations
Level of Service - Service Expansion
Level of Service - Service Expansion
Level of Service - Service Expansion

Add fall zone material for the swing set
Installing a paved pedestrian access to the playground
Installing shade for the playground and benches
Adding a drinking fountain

CENTENNIAL PARK
Recommendation Type

Recommendation

Maintenance & Operations

Evaluate installation of toddler swings to ensure proper height

Maintenance & Operations
Maintenance & Operations
Maintenance & Operations
Maintenance & Operations
Maintenance & Operations
Maintenance & Operations
Level of Service - Service Expansion
Level of Service - Service Expansion
Level of Service - Service Expansion

Evaluate and possibly replace fall zone material to ensure wheelchair accessibility
Consider addition of wheelchair swings to playground area
Install concrete pads under benches to eliminate maintenance issue related to the turf and/or weeds
Adjust restroom door to allow children to operate alone
Install regulatory signage regarding off-leash dogs, include contact number for enforcement
Replace trash can in Veterans Grove
Installing a paved pedestrian access to Veterans Grove
Installing shade in the form of the planned gazebo
Managing use of the practice fields with the practice field recommended for nearby Hajek Park

CHISENHALL FIELDS
Recommendation Type

Recommendation

Maintenance & Operations

Evaluate and eliminate standing water on trails following rain events
Evaluate current parking to determine if additional parking is needed and to review number of handicap parking stalls,
add accessible stalls as needed
Replace irrigation central control computer
Replace backstop nets
Increase trash pickup
Install regulatory signage regarding off-leash dogs, include contact number for enforcement
Develop and implement a traffic control plan for after games
Making current neighborhood-serving amenities available on a daily basis
Adding new neighborhood-serving amenities in several locations throughout the park
Providing a public, year-round drinking fountain

Maintenance & Operations
Maintenance & Operations
Maintenance & Operations
Maintenance & Operations
Maintenance & Operations
Maintenance & Operations
Level of Service - Service Expansion
Level of Service - Service Expansion
Level of Service - Service Expansion

CINDY PARK
Recommendation Type
Maintenance & Operations
Maintenance & Operations
Maintenance & Operations
Level of Service - Service Expansion
Level of Service - Service Expansion
Level of Service - Service Expansion
Level of Service - Service Expansion

Recommendation
Perform routine maintenance on park including: Tree trimming to eliminate overhang on adjacent residential
properties, Picnic table maintenance, and Fence maintenance
Install fall zone material under and around play equipment
Evaluate and install traffic calming measures to reduce speeds on Cindy Lane adjacent to the park
Providing a sidewalk to the back portion of the playground
Adding child-focused active amenities as the neighborhood transitions from thirty-nine percent (39%) with children to
sixty-seven percent (67%) with children
Ensuring that child-focused amenities are appropriate for a mix of ages including young-aged children
Cindy Park should add one amenity by 2023 to maintain its amenity LOS.

CLARK PARK
Recommendation Type

Recommendation

Maintenance & Operations

Review safety features of park and update as needed

Maintenance & Operations

Install fall zone material under and around play equipment

CLAUDIA'S PLAYGROUND
Recommendation Type

Recommendation

Maintenance & Operations

Add TAS accessible benches and tables
Identifying and implementing improvements to connect the playground with the Town Creek drainage to create a
linked chain of parks in the area

Level of Service - Park Walkshed Expansion

ELK RIDGE PARK
Recommendation Type

Recommendation

Maintenance & Operations

Improve the plantings in the water feature/planter

HAJEK FIELD
Recommendation Type

Recommendation

Maintenance & Operations
Maintenance & Operations
Maintenance & Operations
Level of Service - Service Expansion

Repair cracks in field and improve grass for use as a practice field
Install irrigation system
Add a park sign to identify area as City parkland vs. school property
Improving the area as a programmable practice field

HEBERLE PARK
Recommendation Type

Recommendation

Maintenance & Operations
Maintenance & Operations

Install signage with cycling safety guidelines
Study and implement strategies to address on-street parking on Tyler Court

HIDDEN CREEK SPORTS COMPLEX
Recommendation Type

Recommendation

Maintenance & Operations
Maintenance & Operations
Maintenance & Operations
Maintenance & Operations
Level of Service - Service Expansion
Level of Service - Service Expansion

Review and address TAS compliance for parking
Repair asphalt parking lot
Renovate the fields
Renovate the restrooms
Installing neighborhood-serving amenities including child-serving amenities
Adding signage visible from the road to increase visibility

Level of Service - Service Expansion

Increasing utilization through additional organized tournaments advertising availability of fields for practice rental

MEADOW CREST PARK
Recommendation Type

Recommendation

Maintenance & Operations

Provide TAS access to existing amenities including the playground and benches
Increase overall maintenance including: restrooms, trash pickup and trash can replacement, grass and turf
maintenance
Replace or update exercise stations

Maintenance & Operations
Maintenance & Operations

Level of Service - Service Expansion

Increasing the variety of offerings

MISTLETOE HILL PARK
Recommendation Type

Recommendation

Maintenance & Operations
Maintenance & Operations

Replace and update existing exercise stations
Evaluate the open area to ensure grading and drainage systems are appropriate to maximize recreational uses of the
area.

Maintenance & Operations
Maintenance & Operations
Maintenance & Operations
Level of Service - Park Walkshed Expansion
Level of Service - Service Expansion

Increase overall maintenance including: trash pickup and trash can replacement and grass and turf maintenance
Evaluate existing open channel and identify ways to increase the usable area
Install regulatory signage regarding off-leash dogs with contact information for observed violations
Providing a paved connection to the southeast access to Hickory Street
Adding signage to identify park as city-owned property

OAK VALLEY PARK NORTH
Recommendation Type

Recommendation

Maintenance & Operations
Maintenance & Operations
Maintenance & Operations
Level of Service - Park Walkshed Expansion

Replace existing non-TAS compliant sidewalk pavers
Identify opportunities for overflow parking on Evandale
Mount picnic tables to concrete pads
Evaluating and installing a pedestrian warning system at Hidden Creek Parkway and Hurst Road

Level of Service - Park Walkshed Expansion
Level of Service - Park Walkshed Expansion
Level of Service - Service Expansion

Evaluating the opportunity for trail access north of Evandale Road (existing easement behind Parkridge Blvd.)
Linking Oak Valley South with a sidewalk
Installing toddler-aged play equipment

Level of Service - Service Expansion
Level of Service - Service Expansion

Installing all ages active amenities such as: sand volleyball and multi-use sports court with basketball goal
Adding a permanent restroom

PRAIRIE TIMBER WEST PARK
Recommendation Type

Recommendation

Maintenance & Operations

Evaluate and address observed drainage and siltation issues.

SHANNON CREEK NATURE PRESERVE
Recommendation Type

Recommendation

Maintenance & Operations
Maintenance & Operations
Maintenance & Operations
Maintenance & Operations
Level of Service - Park Walkshed Expansion
Level of Service - Park Walkshed Expansion

Evaluate and address observed erosion issues
Improve drainage of the low rock area through regrading
Increase monitoring for illegal dumping
Develop a parking plan to address possible negative interactions between trail users and area traffic
Creating additional access points to the trail system and nature preserve
Installing a bridge or low water crossing to Shannon Creek Addition

Level of Service - Park Walkshed Expansion
Level of Service - Service Expansion
Level of Service - Service Expansion

Providing a trail connection to Wakefield Park
Installing neighborhood-serving amenities including child-serving active amenities to address lack of neighborhoodserving parks in the area
As additional improvements are considered for this park, neighborhood-serving amenities should be added to address
the service gap in this area.

WAKEFIELD PARK
Recommendation Type

Recommendation

Level of Service - Park Walkshed Expansion
Level of Service - Park Walkshed Expansion
Level of Service - Service Expansion

Creating a connection across Jennifer Drive to the drainage area to allow connectivity to the residential development
north of the park and to Clinkscale Elementary School
Providing a trail connection to Shannon Creek Nature Preserve
Installing amenities for children of all ages

WARREN PARK
Recommendation Type

Recommendation

Maintenance & Operations
Maintenance & Operations
Maintenance & Operations
Maintenance & Operations
Level of Service - Service Expansion

Evaluate and address erosion along the creek
Evaluate and address drainage issues on the Johnson Avenue sidewalk
Add fall zone material around all play equipment
Install TAS accessible creek crossing, including railings
Provide TAS access to the playground on the south side of the park and both swings
Consider construction of additional community parks in other areas of the City to reduce utilization at Warren Park,
the only park in the system with community-level amenities

Level of Service - Service Expansion

WILLOW CREEK PARK
Recommendation Type

Recommendation

Maintenance & Operations
Level of Service - Park Walkshed Expansion
Level of Service - Park Walkshed Expansion
Level of Service - Park Walkshed Expansion
Level of Service - Park Walkshed Expansion
Level of Service - Park Walkshed Expansion
Level of Service - Service Expansion

Explore ways to improve the water quality of the pond
Create additional access points to the park
Create access to the north by providing pedestrian access across the drainage channel
Explore connectivity to North Joshua Elementary School and the neighborhoods to the south
Improve pedestrian access from Cherry Hills Lane
Provide connectivity along the Willow Creek drainage to the north east and south west
Add signage indicating the park is a City of Burleson Park

TRAIL SYSTEM
Recommendation Type

Recommendation

Trail System Enhancement
Trail System Enhancement

Complete Village Creek Trail Segments 3 & 4
Conduct a full trail system master plan update
Identify, involve, and coordinate with any local bike, volunteer, or trail organizations in Burleson. Also involve local
businesses.

Trail System Enhancement

Trail System Enhancement
Trail System Enhancement
Trail System Enhancement
Trail System Enhancement
Trail System Enhancement

Trail System Enhancement

Trail System Enhancement
Trail System Enhancement
Trail System Enhancement

Develop a plan to establish trail maintenance, including repairs or issues such as eliminating standing water on trails
following rain events.
Install “last mile” connectivity improvements around existing parks to improve greater connectivity.
Consider the American Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials (AASHTO) standards for new offstreet shared-use trails.
Review proposed trail connections and alignments at the City’s limit and through the ETJ in relation to the NCTCOG
Veloweb and Mobility 2040 maps.
Consider adding trail amenities that will provide value to the trail users.
Review parks or land parcels that have drainageways, unused railroad ROWs, or utility easements. Identify
opportunities to add to the trail system and enhance the overall connectivity throughout Burleson using these
corridors.
Designate appropriate existing and new parks as trailheads. Add amenities such as restroom facilities, parking, drinking
fountain, seating, and signage where appropriate or possible. Designate these existing parks as trailhead parks: Bailey
Lake, Bartlett, Chisenhall, Heberle, Oak Valley North
Consider future trailhead designation and amenities during the master planning process for the following parks:
Shannon Creek Nature Preserve and Oak Valley trailhead (Rigney Way)
Explore the possibility of a trail system adjacent to the existing rail alignments and utility corridors to provide
connectivity north to south through the City.

SYSTEM-WIDE
Recommendation Type

Recommendation

System-wide Enhancement
System-wide Enhancement

The addition of approximately 331 acres to the system by 2040 (over and above the 124 acres that will be added based
on the current Parkland Dedication ordinance).
Update parkland dedication ordinance to reflect current LOS to prevent further erosion of LOS.

System-wide Enhancement
System-wide Enhancement
System-wide Enhancement

Pursue grants to support improvements in walkability, amenities and acres available to current and future residents.
Identify any available City of Burleson funds to support maintenance of the City’s current LOS.
Provide a balance of park types as future parks are developed.

System-wide Enhancement

Increased funding for future neighborhood parks to provide a greater variety of neighborhood-serving amenities.
Acquire land for and develop three community parks of 10-20 acres each in the three of the four Focus Areas (B, C &
D) of the City with the lowest number of park acres per 1,000 population.
Use the flood ways and wetlands areas within Burleson as an organizing elements in the placement of future parks and
to connect existing and planned parks. This will require: Identification and installation of appropriate crossings where
drainage channels cross highways and other barriers to connectivity. Identification of areas appropriate for
construction of amenities and services within the floodplain area.

System-wide Enhancement

System-wide Enhancement

System-wide Enhancement
System-wide Enhancement
System-wide Enhancement

Consider locating a dog park in an area of high density development or in one of the recommended community parks.
Acquire land for three community serving parks.
Continue to acquire floodplain/floodway property, establish greenbelts, install trails and provide nature-focused
amenities and programming.

System-wide Enhancement
System-wide Enhancement
System-wide Enhancement
System-wide Enhancement

Amend the Parkland Dedication Ordinance to reflect the level of parkland dedication required to meet the City’s LOS.
Improve connectivity to and around all existing parks.
Add neighborhood-serving amenities in Hajek Field and Shannon Creek Nature Preserve.
Upgrade and allow access to neighborhood-serving amenities at Chisenhall Fields.

System-wide Enhancement

Coordinate with the Engineering Department on these projects and priorities to ensure that they align with other
projects and priorities that are part of the Master Thoroughfare Plan and the City Comprehensive Plan.

PHASE II
BAILEY LAKE PARK
Level of Service - Park Walkshed Expansion
Level of Service - Park Walkshed Expansion
Level of Service - Park Walkshed Expansion
Level of Service - Service Expansion
Level of Service - Service Expansion
Level of Service - Service Expansion

Evaluating and installing a connection from Lynnwood Avenue to the Bailey Lake Park Trail.
Evaluating and installing a trail connection to downtown Burleson.
Evaluating and installing a trail connection to Bailey Lake Park between the Oak Valley system of trails and Bransom
Elementary School.
Providing a trail map and markers along the trail.
Adding grill stations near existing picnic tables.
Increasing seating options in improved areas and along the trail.

BARTLETT SOCCER COMPLEX
Level of Service - Service Expansion
Level of Service - Service Expansion
Maintenance & Operations
Maintenance & Operations

Add an outdoor splash station
Add lighting to fields
Study and address isolation of current playground.
Improve visibility of cross walks through pedestrian warning lights or other warning system

CEDAR RIDGE PARK
Maintenance & Operations
Maintenance & Operations
Level of Service - Park Walkshed Expansion
Level of Service - Park Walkshed Expansion
Level of Service - Park Walkshed Expansion

Add irrigation
As current playground equipment is replaced consider diversifying playground offerings to include amenities for older
children
Improving pedestrian access from the neighborhood to the west of the intersection of Alsbury Blvd. and Summercrest
Blvd.
Expanding the Town Creek connection between Cedar Ridge Park and Claudia’s Playground
Studying and identify an appropriate pedestrian connection across Alsbury Blvd. to Meadow Crest Park

CENTENNIAL PARK
Level of Service - Park Walkshed Expansion
Level of Service - Park Walkshed Expansion
Level of Service - Service Expansion
Maintenance & Operations
Maintenance & Operations
Maintenance & Operations

Improving pedestrian access across NE McAlister Road
Studying the opportunity to provide trail-based access on the existing drainage channel to the south and west to
connect neighborhoods in the area of Downwood Drive to the Park
Providing picnic tables in conjunction with grills
Evaluate strategies to minimize negative interactions between regular park users and practice field use
Evaluate opportunities for additional parking in and around Centennial Park
As current accessible playground equipment is replaced evaluate accessible playgrounds in other jurisdictions to
diversify accessible playground offerings

CHISENHALL FIELDS
Level of Service - Service Expansion
Level of Service - Service Expansion
Level of Service - Park Walkshed Expansion
Maintenance & Operations
Maintenance & Operations
Maintenance & Operations

Building Village Creek trail to improve Citywide trail connectivity
Providing a trail map and signage that identifies existing trails and connections to other trails including Bailey Lake and
clearly marks private property
Develop additional trail connections to enhance the role of Chisenhall Fields as a hub for the central area of the Citywide park system
Update playground equipment and area
Paint buildings
Add restrooms nearer fields

CINDY PARK
Level of Service - Park Walkshed Expansion

Studying the opportunity to provide trail-based access on the existing drainage channel to Heberle Park and Jack Taylor
Elementary School

CLARK PARK
Level of Service - Park Walkshed Expansion
Level of Service - Service Expansion
Level of Service - Service Expansion

Studying the opportunity to improve access under I35W to future development areas east of the Interstate
Studying opportunities to take advantage of Clark Park’s location as an entryway to Burleson by enhancing the visibility
of the park
Continuing to upgrade equipment at the park to include amenities for a broader range of child age groups, including
toddlers

CLAUDIA'S PLAYGROUND
Level of Service - Service Expansion
Level of Service - Service Expansion
Level of Service - Service Expansion

Reviewing possible gaps in child active amenities to serve this area with a high percentage of households with children
Evaluating the effectiveness of the trail segments and ensure connectivity with other pedestrian amenities in the
neighborhood as well as Town Creek
Upgrading the existing shade structure to provide additional shade

ELK RIDGE PARK
Level of Service - Park Walkshed Expansion

Identifying opportunities to improve connectivity for the residents near Brett’s Way and Hillside Drive

Level of Service - Park Walkshed Expansion
Level of Service - Park Walkshed Expansion

Creating pedestrian connections to Burleson High School, and STEAM Middle School
Creating a connection to Meadow Crest Park

Level of Service - Park Walkshed Expansion
Level of Service - Park Walkshed Expansion

Enhancing the crossing of John Jones Blvd. at Walter Drive as development on the west side of John Jones Blvd. occurs
Exploring pedestrian connections to Burleson High School via SW Hillside Drive near Barbara Jean Lane

Level of Service - Service Expansion
Level of Service - Service Expansion
Maintenance & Operations

Reviewing possible gaps in child active amenities to serve this area with a high percentage of household with children
Adding a multi-use sports court with basketball goals
Remove the rock-climbing walls and replace with a new child-focused amenity

HEBERLE PARK
Level of Service - Park Walkshed Expansion
Level of Service - Park Walkshed Expansion

Level of Service - Service Expansion

Improving pedestrian connection across NE Alsbury Blvd. through Jack Taylor Elementary School to drainage area
Improving pedestrian connection to Heberle Trail across James Circle
Studying and install pedestrian improvements along drainage easement connecting north and south of the existing
Heberle Trail
Developing a trailhead at this location that will connect many of the smaller parks in this area and could include
parking to help address the on-street parking issue on Tyler Court

Level of Service - Service Expansion
Maintenance & Operations
Maintenance & Operations
Maintenance & Operations
Maintenance & Operations

Increasing utilization through additional organized tournaments
Replace the scoreboards
Repair and remediate erosion areas
Updating lighting system
Upgrade irrigation system

Level of Service - Park Walkshed Expansion

HIDDEN CREEK SPORTS COMPLEX

MEADOW CREST PARK
Level of Service - Park Walkshed Expansion
Level of Service - Park Walkshed Expansion
Level of Service - Service Expansion
Level of Service - Service Expansion
Level of Service - Service Expansion
Level of Service - Service Expansion
Level of Service - Service Expansion
Level of Service - Service Expansion

Creating a connection to Elk Ridge Park
Improving the pedestrian crossing of John Jones Drive at Tarpon Drive
Addressing the pilot channel to increase usable area at the park
Adding a drinking fountain
Adding picnic tables
Adding shade
Completing an evaluation of the amenities offered at the park. Explore the addition of: Child-serving amenities such as
a swing set
Completing an evaluation of the amenities offered at the park. Explore the addition of: All ages amenities such as a
multi-use sport court or sand volleyball court

MISTLETOE HILL PARK

Level of Service - Service Expansion
Level of Service - Service Expansion
Level of Service - Service Expansion

Evaluating current neighborhood service needs when replacing current equipment at the park including: a greater age
range for child-serving amenities
Evaluating current neighborhood service needs when replacing current equipment at the park including: multi-use
courts or other similar all-ages amenities
Adding a drinking fountain

OAK VALLEY PARK NORTH
Level of Service - Service Expansion
Level of Service - Service Expansion
Level of Service - Service Expansion

Providing a trail map and markers
Adding a nature path within the limits of the park
Adding a trailhead with the following amenities: drinking fountain and benches.

Level of Service - Service Expansion
Level of Service - Service Expansion

Adding grills and picnic tables
Improving this park to serve current and future neighborhood needs

PRAIRIE TIMBER WEST PARK
SHANNON CREEK NATURE PRESERVE
Level of Service - Service Expansion

Development of a trailhead should be considered to connect the area to the neighborhood. Trailhead should include
restrooms, a drinking fountain, and benches.

WAKEFIELD PARK
Level of Service - Service Expansion
Level of Service - Service Expansion
Level of Service - Service Expansion
Level of Service - Service Expansion

Increasing the width of the walking path
Creating a trailhead with a Trail Head Park amenity
Considering installation of a stocked pond in the area
Consider merging this park with Shannon Creek Nature Preserve to provide a continuous park

WARREN PARK
Level of Service - Park Walkshed Expansion
Level of Service - Service Expansion

Create a trail connection to surrounding neighborhoods and other system parks using the Town Creek drainage
Install a trail within the park for use by all ages

Level of Service - Service Expansion
Level of Service - Service Expansion
Level of Service - Service Expansion
Level of Service - Service Expansion
Level of Service - Service Expansion

Install child-focused active amenities including a playground and other similar equipment
Install all ages active amenities such as: sand volleyball and multi-use sports court with basketball goal
Install grills and picnic tables
Add a nature path
Develop a trailhead to serve the south western area of the City with trail head park amenities package

WILLOW CREEK PARK

ALL
HEBERLE PARK
Level of Service - Park Walkshed Expansion

Ensuring that future developments in the area north and east of Heberle (behind Jack Taylor Elementary School)
include park acres connected to the existing system

MEADOW CREST PARK
Level of Service - Park Walkshed Expansion

Ensuring that future developments in the area north and east of Meadow Crest Park add park acres that are connected
to the existing system

PRAIRIE TIMBER WEST PARK
Level of Service - Park Walkshed Expansion
Level of Service - Park Walkshed Expansion

Ensuring connectivity as development of the area occurs
Ensuring that future developments in the area add park acres that are connected to the existing system

SHANNON CREEK NATURE PRESERVE
Level of Service - Service Expansion
Level of Service - Service Expansion
Maintenance & Operations

Reviewing property acquisition opportunities to evaluate possible continued expansion of the protected area
Developing paved biking and hiking trails to connect to other trails in the Burleson system
Ensure natural areas are protected from dirt bikes and motorized uses such as 4-wheelers

Level of Service - Park Walkshed Expansion

Ensuring that new development in the area includes new park acres connected to the existing system of parks and
trails

WAKEFIELD PARK
WILLOW CREEK PARK
Level of Service - Park Walkshed Expansion

Ensure walkability as new development occurs to the north and west

System-wide Enhancement

Participate in the national 10-minute walk program
Include neighborhood-serving amenities for residences within a 10-minute walk of the park to allow the investment to
serve a dual purpose.
Complete a CPTED evaluation of each park and implement landscaping and other changes to address any safety issues
identified.
Installation of neighborhood-serving amenities in parks within a 10-minute walk of neighborhoods.

SYSTEM-WIDE
System-wide Enhancement
System-wide Enhancement
System-wide Enhancement

