Disaster Declaration
Amendment
Presented to City council on March 25, 2020

Background and Chronology
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

December 2019 - Coronavirus, COVID-19, disease first identified in China.
January 16th - First case reported in United States.
January 30th – World Health Organization (WHO) declares coronavirus a global emergency.
March 9th – First presumptive case in DFW (Frisco).
March 11th – WHO declares COVID-19 a global pandemic.
March 13th – Fort Worth/Tarrant County declares disaster (limits crowds to 250 or less).
March 13th – BISD postpones classes until April 3rd.
March 13th – President Trump declares a national emergency.
March 14th (Saturday) – City Council holds emergency meeting; Receives briefing on
COVID-19; and Mayor Shetter signs first disaster declaration.
• Prohibits gatherings of 250 or more consistent with CDC guidance at the time.

Background and Chronology (cont’d)
• March 16th – President Trumps recommends avoiding gatherings of 10 or more.
• March 18th – Fort Worth/Tarrant County close restaurants, bars, and gyms.
• March 18th – Mayor Shetter issues disaster declaration.
• Limits gatherings to no more than 50.
• Prohibited “Dine In” service; Required take-out, delivery, or drive thru service.
• Established 50% occupancy or no more than 125 occupancy for certain businesses (e.g.
retail stores, malls, places of worship, etc.)

• March 19th – City Council continues and renews disaster declaration.
• March 19th – JISD postpones classes until April 3rd.

Background and Chronology (cont’d)
• March 19th - Governor of Texas issues executive order to “avoid” gatherings
of 10 or more; Encouraged drive-thru and delivery options for restaurants.

• March 21st – Tarrant County/Fort Worth revise disaster declaration.
• March 23rd – Burleson City Council holds emergency meeting. Approves

revised emergency declaration.
• Limits gatherings to 10 or less.
• Clarifies list of businesses required to close; allows retail for only essential household
goods.

• Closes in-person worship services.

Burleson Response
• March 17th – Brick and Library facilities closed; variety of other classes,
events, and programs cancelled/postponed as well.

• March 20th – City facilities closed to public access.
• March 23rd – All non-essential City operations are cancelled.
• Utility Payments – Past due fees and disconnects are suspended for the
duration of the disaster declaration.

• Hotline – Established a central hotline (682-312-2780) to answer questions
from residents and businesses. (81 calls to date)
• Connects available resources and information to those that need it.

Burleson Response (Cont’d)
• Local Business Assistance:
• Developed outreach program to support local businesses/promoted take-out restaurant service across
the City.

• Provided additional cleaning supplies to businesses that cannot find them.
• Established gift card program for area restaurants - www.btxgiftcards.com ($8,400 sold to date).
• Researching details of new federal programs available; partnering with Chamber to provide resources
for small businesses.

• Senior Citizens – Established program to provide “check ins” on seniors and connected
them to services when needed. (1,776 calls to date)

• Staggering Work Shifts to ensure continuity of operations.
• Reassigning non-essential staff to other duties when possible (e.g. hotline, cleaning, etc.)

New Declaration
• March 24th – Tarrant County/Fort Worth issue “Stay at Home” order.
• Since a portion of Burleson is located in Tarrant County, staff requests that the
emergency declaration be amended to be consistent across all of Burleson.
• Minimizes confusion and clarifies intent.

• We are requesting the following:
•
•
•
•

Approve new disaster declaration (effective for the next 21 days).
All residents shelter in place except for essential activities.
Close all non-essential businesses.
Grocery stores and other essential businesses remain open; Restaurants allowed to provide
only take out, delivery, or drive thru services.

New Declaration (Cont’d)
• Additional items:
• Authorizes suspension of utility bill late fees and disconnects through the term of the
disaster declaration.

• Authorizes the City Manager to make up to a $100K individual emergency purchase
($200K total) related to the disaster.

• If necessary, City Manager would notify Mayor and Council in advance of any such
purchase and request the ratification of expense at next available meeting.

• No known need exists at the current time, but staff wanted to provide flexibility if needed
for the future.

• Consistent with some other provisions that we have identified around the state, but it is not
in the Tarrant County order.

Options
• Option 1 - Amend disaster declaration as described (staff recommended).
• Option 2 – Do not amend declaration; allow current disaster declaration to
remain in place.

• Option 3 – Other?

