










BENEFITS OF OPOSSUMS

Opossums keep neighborhoods clear of unwanted pests like
cockroaches, ticks rats, and mice. 

Opossums have resistance to snake venom and eat venomous
species. They are beneficial to gardens by eating snails, slugs
and fallen, overripe fruit. 

OPOSSUMS

Opossums are from the Didelphidae family and are among the
oldest, most primitive mammals of the New World. They are
the only marsupial found north of Mexico. The Virginia opossum
is the only species found in the United States and Canada.

                                   Secure trash and
compost in closed bins to prevent
midnight raids. 

Stash your trash.

                                              Opossums are
normally transient animals, staying only
2-3 days in an area before moving on. If
opossums are eliminated, the
population of pests will increase.

Do not trap opossums. 

Opossums love eating pet food and
are attracted to easy water sources.
To prevent them from staying near
your home, lock up pet food and water
in the evening.

Don't let them mooch from the pooch.

Make the area you live less desirable
by keeping doors and garage doors
closed, and close windows that are
located next to tree limbs and fences.
Check your subfloor and exterior
vents for access into your walls and
attics. Secure any holes with wire
mesh or spray foam.

Seal potential denning locations.

TIPS FOR REDUCING HUMAN-

OPOSSUM CONFLICTS:

•

•

•

•

For more information call Burleson Animal Services, 817-426-9283

NATURAL HISTORY

The opossum is active only at night, and is a solitary animal.

They have an eclectic diet and will eat both plants and animals,
including rodents, young rabbits, birds, insects, crustaceans,
frogs, fruits and berries, and vegetables.

Females usually have two litters a year. The babies are born
after just 11-12 days, and are about the size of a honeybee. They
are blind, furless, and do not look anything like adult opossums.

Many opossums die during the first year of their life, and adults
usually live only about two years in the wild.

•

•

•

•

•



BENEFITS OF ARMADILLOS

Armadillos can control pests, disperse seeds, and be effective
sentinels of potential disease outbreaks or bioindicators of
environmental contaminants. 

When the females give birth, they can produce up to four
genetically identical babies at once. Therefore, scientists
researching reproduction and multiple births find these
armadillos to be very important to their research. 

ARMADILLOS

Nine-banded armadillos are from the Dasypodidae family.
Scientists classify armadillos as Order Xenartha, the same order
as anteaters and sloths. They have poorly developed teeth and
limited mobility.

                         Armadillos can be
infected with the causative agent of
leprosy. Avoid touching them and
avoid contact with their fluids.

Do not touch an armadillo with your
bare hands. 

                                               They are
difficult to trap and if removed will
only create a vacuum effect for others
to come in.

Do not trap armadillos.

Reduce their food sources in your yard
to make it less inviting. Trim bushes,
shrubs, and tall grass. Armadillos look
for these overgrown areas because
they're often full of insects. Beneficial
nematodes and reducing watering are
great ways to kill the grubs that
attract armadillos. 

Eliminate their food source.

You will need in-ground fencing that
extends at least 18 inches in the
ground to prevent armadillos from
digging.

Prevent digging in your yard.

TIPS FOR REDUCING HUMAN-

 ARMADILLO CONFLICTS:

•

•

•

•

For more information call Burleson Animal Services, 817-426-9283

NATURAL HISTORY

Just like a turtle, the shell is called a carapace and is made up
of scutes or bony plates attached to a tough epidermal skin
layer.

Armadillos are largely insectivores but may consume fruit
when available. The armadillo’s diet consists mainly of
invertebrates including insects, millipedes, centipedes, snails,
leeches, and earthworms.

Generally, the female produces only one litter per year. A single
fertilized egg gives rise to four separate embryos. They breed
between June and August.

•

•

•

•



BENEFITS OF PRAIRIE DOGS

Prairie dogs play an important role in the ecosystem. Through
their foraging, prairie dogs affect the redistribution of minerals
and nutrients, encourage penetration and retention of
moisture, and affect plant species composition. By eating grass,
they help maintain grassland habitats by preventing woody
shrubs from taking over.

They serve as a food source for many predators and leave
vacant burrows for other animals.

PRAIRIE DOGS

Black-tailed prairie dogs are from the Sciuridae family and are
found in isolated populations from Central Texas to just north
of the Canadian border.

Not only is it bad for their health, but
interacting with them increases the
chance that they will lose their natural
fear of humans.

Do not give them human food. 

Burleson's prairie dog population
resides in a city-owned park where it
is required to keep your dog on a
leash.

A leashed dog is a safer dog.

Prairie dogs actively clear vegetation
so they can see predators from a
distance. To force a colony to relocate,
establish a visual barrier using fast-
growing tall grasses, other vegetation
or fencing.

Keep them out of your yard.

TIPS FOR REDUCING HUMAN-

 PRAIRIE DOG CONFLICTS:

•

•

•

For more information call Burleson Animal Services, 817-426-9283

NATURAL HISTORY

Prairie dogs are strictly diurnal animals. They are most active
during the cool hours of the day, when they engage in social
activities such as visiting and grooming each other as well as
feeding on grasses and herbs. 

Black-tailed prairie dogs live in large social colonies and do not
migrate. Males will disperse from their home family groups
upon maturation but typically stay within the same larger group
or immigrate to another nearby colony. Very infrequently,
males will attempt to establish a completely new colony.

Prairie dogs only give birth to one litter per year. The breeding
season is mid-March to mid-April, with the young being born
four to five weeks later. The size of the litter varies from two to
eight young. During May and early June, the young begin to
emerge from their burrows.

•

•

•

•












